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regiment, as we approached, presented arms, and the bands played " God save
the Queen."

The Guicowar maintains at his Court a few jesters, who are personages of
some importance. Their pleasantries, sometimes in very bad taste, spare no one.
Eanged round the throne, they attack with their sallies even the nobles who come
to pay their addresses to the king; and these great men often stand in need of
all their native Hindoo sense of dignity to preserve their gravity. They play a
thousand tricks on the courtiers, tying their scarves together or knocking off their
turbans. As to the king, the more successful the pleasantry the more he laughs,
even to convulsions, upon his bench: but,this is only the case in the intimacy
of private life. When he engages in any ceremonial or official proceeding, the
calm dignity of the Hindoo prevails.

Several young and pretty girls, covered with trinkets and attired in thin
chemises, mingle with the strange and motley crowd that fills the palace. These
are bayaderes, or dancing-girls; who have perfect liberty to go wherever they
please. They enter the king's apartments,- seat themselves on the floor, and
converse boldly with persons of the very highest rank. This singular privilegk
accorded to the bayaderes is of very great service: their presence makes up, iii
some slight degree, for the absence of the ladies shut up in their zenana

At evening the strains of the lute resound on every side; the chambers and
the terraces are illuminated, and brilliant circles are formed around these charming
nautchnis, whose songs and dances give quite a festal aspect to the palace. In
the meantime the king and his ministers hold their htckry* and discuss State
affairs, whilst they smoke their hookahs. As for us, it is nearly ten o'clock
before we regain the solitude of the Motibaugh.

* Council.